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Jeremy Piven reveals audiences are ‘gasping at
certain points’ of ‘The Performance,’ based on
an Arthur Miller short story

ﬁ Randee Dawn < Film <« December 11, 2024 8:00AM

.l: Jeremy Piven is willing to wait. Just look at his new film “The Performance®: The 59-year-
old, three-time Emmy winner (for “Entourage”) has spent the last 15 years shepherding
the project from short story acquisition to script to screen — and he’s got lots to say about
it now.

In “Performance,” Piven who stars as a rising star tap dancer in the 1930s who’s hired to
bring his troupe to perform in Nazified Germany. He first attached himself to the Arthur
Miller short story over a decade ago by picking up the film option from Miller’s daughter
Rebecca. But for all of Piven’s enthusiasm, the topic was just not landing for potential
producers.
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“If | pitched you as | did for the past over a decade what this film is, you would most likely
laugh in my face,” he tells Gold Derby. “I'm a Jewish tap dancer in 1937 that dances for
Hitler. Yeah, check please, and it’s a wrap.”

Y

But source material from Pulitzer Prize winner Miller demands attention, and Piven says
this was a fresh take on the Holocaust he hadn’t seen before. Early audiences so far
seem to agree, according to Piven: “I've never had an experience where I'm with an
audience and they’re gasping at certain points in the film, and you know that they’re with
this film.”

“Performance” has always been a family affair for Piven, who first learned of the story
when his mother (and lifelong acting teacher) Joyce Hiller Piven passed it to him, and
ultimately his older sister Shira Piven co-wrote the screenplay (with Joshua Salzberg)
and directed the film.

“She’s an actor’s director,” he says, noting that their parents Joyce and Byrne Piven were
also performers. “We grew up with the work.”
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One of those moments came when he broke multiple ribs after falling during a scene.
Piven had begun learning how to tap shortly after picking up the script, and kept it up
throughout the extended process of getting the film made. But that didn’t keep him from
getting injured.

“[Shira] was the adult in the room and said, “You don’t have to do this. You have a stunt
man right there,” he recalls. “She and | were at odds about how | wanted to accomplish
this dance sequence. And everyone in my troupe, all the actors, they’re all British actors
and they grew up in a system. ... | was the challenged one in the group, even though |
was supposed to be the leader.”

Now he says the injury helped his performance. “Ironically, breaking my ribs allowed me to
master the final sequence in a way that | wouldn’t have been able to [otherwise], where
you can use all my dancing and everything in one take,” Piven explains. “So, what I'm
saying to you is | sacrificed my ribs for the film. Everything works out.”

Not necessarily, though, for Piven’s character Harold May. Things become extremely
difficult for him in the film, in part because — as he puts it — he may be a Jew in Nazi
Germany, but he’s been “passing” as a non-Jew in America for years, which has led him
to believe he is untouchable.

“It was very important that my character was blonde, so that he really felt like ... he
wouldn’t be susceptible to the Nazis,” says Piven. “This is the way life is when you’re after
something and you're obsessed with it and you really are very focused on playing through
at all costs — you’re justifying a lot of things.”

Meanwhile, Piven is visibly excited about the film’s limited December opening (to make it
awards-eligible) in Chicago, with a wider theatrical expansion in January. And he
continues to keep up his tapping, even though the film has wrapped.

“It's really annoying for people to be around me,” he says. “Because if I'm standing there
and there’s a hardwood floor that, ‘Oh, this sounds good acoustically.” So, I'm keeping my
ankles loose in case my my number gets called. You have to stay ready so you don’t have
to get ready, man.”
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More News from GoldDerby

Oscar Experts Slugfest: New
Episodes Weekly

Where in the world is Denis Villeneuve?
And Danielle Deadwyler? And Marianne
Jean-Baptiste? How big of a boost did
“Emilia Pérez” get? Gold Derby editors and
experts Christopher Rosen and Joyce Eng
dissect the 2025 Golden Globe nominations
in this episode of Awards Magnet. Click the
photo above to watch the video.

Watch Our Chats with 2025 Oscar
Contenders
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Predict Hollywood Races
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Watch our chats with Sebastian Stan
(“The Apprentice,” “A Different Man”) and
many more 2025 Oscar contenders...

Pamela Anderson (“The Last
Showgirl”)

Kingsley Ben-Adir (“Bob Marley: One
Love”)

Yura Borisov (“Anora”)

Joan Chen (“Didi”)

Danielle Deadwyler (“The Piano
Lesson”)

Jesse Eisenberg (“A Real Pain”)
Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor (“Nickel Boys”)
Mark Eydelshteyn (“Anora”)

Ethan Herisse, Brandon Wilson
(“Nickel Boys”)

Andre Holland (“Exhibiting
Forgiveness”)

Samuel L. Jackson (“The Piano
Lesson”)

Cillian Murphy (“Small Things Like
These”)

Daisy Ridley (“Young Woman and the
Sea”)

Isabella Rossellini (“Conclave”)
Saoirse Ronan (“The Outrun”)
June Squibb (“Thelma”)
Fernanda Torres (“I'm Still Here”)

John David Washington (“The Piano
Lesson”)
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2. B Angelina Jolie 261 5/1
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2025 Oscar Predictions: Best Actress
(Part 10)

E Started by Chris Beachum
2 weeks ago
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2025 Oscar Predictions: Best Actress
(Part 11)
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Take a trip back to the Academy Awards
ceremonies of the recent past with Gold
Derby’s Oscars Playback series.

Hosts Joyce Eng and Christopher Rosen
recap every Oscar ceremony of the 1990s
and 2000s. Joyce and Chris tackle the highs
and lows of each show and see how the
winners aged. It's a wonderful night for
Oscar, whenever you watch!
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