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TV

"The Crown': What we know about the royal family's
connection to the Romanovs

The family trees of the Romanovs and Windsors turn out to be fairly tangled.

See new trailer for the highly anticipated season five of “The Crown’
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By Randee Dawn

"The Crown" tells the story of the reign of the (now deceased) Queen Elizabeth II, who was on
the throne from 1953 until just this past September.

But the story of the Windsors is more than the story of England, thanks to the intermarrying
of royal families over the decades and centuries, it's also the story of Europe ... and, as we
learn in Season Five, of Russia.
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In Episode Six, a visit between the queen and then-Russian President Boris Yeltsin in 1994
serves as a springboard to flash back to the Russian Revolution of 1917, the execution of Tsar
Nicholas IT and his Romanov family, and to the DNA sample given in 1993 Prince Philip, the
Duke of Edinburgh and the queen's husband, to help identify the unearthed remains of the
Romanovs.

But how could this be? Students of history may be well-acquainted with the intermingling of
the House of Windsor and the Romanovs, but maybe not everyone who watches "The Crown."

TODAY spoke with Russell E. Martin, professor of history at Westminster College in
Pennsylvania, and author of "A Bride for the Tsar: Bride-Shows and Marriage Politics in Early
Modern Russia," to get the scoop about the links between the two dynasties.

Were King George V and Emperor Nicholas Il related?

Short answer: Yes, they were first cousins.

George's mother Alexandra and Nicholas' mother Dagmar were daughters of King Christian IX
of Denmark. Dagmar wed Russian Emperor Alexander III in 1866 and had Nicholas; Alexandra
married Edward, Prince of Wales, who became Edward VII, in 1863, and had George.

George's royal house had actually been the House of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, but after 1917

the name was changed to Windsor, when German names were not very popular among the
British (see: World War I).
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——  George V and his family during a visit to Abergeldie, circa 1906. From back l.: George, Mary (holding
Prince John), Prince George,, Prince Edward, and Prince Albert (later Geoge VI). Seated is Prince Henry.
Hulton Archive / Getty Images

George V was Queen Victoria's grandson, and grandfather to the future Elizabeth II.
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Notes Martin, "Christian IX is sometimes known as the 'Father-in-Law' of Europe,' because his
children ruled or married into families that ruled in four European monarchies (Denmark,
Greece, the UK and Russia)."

Did George and Nicholas know each other?
In fact they did, and frequently met, says Martin. When they were both young, there were
regular vacations spent in Denmark, attended by Dagmar and Alexandra and their children,

as well as other relatives. Meetings as adults included:

1893: While still Prince of Wales, the future George V wed Princess Mary of Teck and Nicholas
(still the heir apparent, or Tsesarevich), attended.

1894: When Alexander III died (Nicholas' father and George V's uncle), George attended the
funeral in St. Petersburg.
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——  Cousins Czar Nicholas II of Russia (1.) in an English uniform, and King George V of England, wearing
Russian regimentals, during a visit to England circa 1915. During the era, it was a courtesy observed among
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royal rulers to wear one anothers' uniforms during visits. Underwood Archives / Getty Images

1909: The Romanov and Saxe-Coburg and Gotha families (the future Windsors) met up on the
Isle of Wight for Regatta week and a naval review.
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1913: On the eve of World War I, the cousins met in Germany for the wedding of the only
daughter of their mutual cousin, the German Emperor (Kaiser Wilhelm II). There’s even a
photo of them wearing German uniforms, since it was common for royalty to wear each
other’s uniforms and orders and medals when on visits to each other, says Martin.

"They got on very well, personally," according to Martin. "The U.K. and Russia as nations had
many points of potential conflict around the globe, and their overseas interests made them
natural rivals. But George V very much liked Nicholas IT as a man, and the feeling was
mutual."

They looked a lot alike. Did people notice this at the time?

Photos of the pair of them together made the resemblance impossible to miss. There are at
least two photos of the cousins together: One from George's wedding to Mary in 1893, and the
1913 picture of them in German uniforms, that attest to the strong resemblance.
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——  Tsar Nicholas II (I.) and King George V, who were sometimes confused for one another. (Photo is

colorized from a black and white print.) Print Collector / Getty Images

Additionally, said Martin, "There were several occasions during the wedding in 1893 where
guests approached one or the other to chat only to discover that they were talking to the
wrong man .... Most people attributed their resemblance to their Danish mothers."

During the Russian Revolution, did Nicholas ask for help
from George? How did George respond?

The failure of the British government to extend asylum to the Romanovs was, for decades
afterward, blamed on the then-Prime Minister Lloyd George. But when documents in the
royal archives were opened to researchers, it turned out that George V was the one
responsible for blocking asylum. Much of this information, said Martin, comes from the 1984
biography by Kenneth Rose, "King George V."

Lloyd George’s government was willing to grant asylum on humanitarian grounds and
because of Russia’s alliance with Britain in the war, explains Martin, but the king feared the
rising tide of worker unrest in Britain, the same kind of unrest he felt was responsible for
toppling his cousin in Russia.

"George V very deeply and sincerely mourned the murders of Nicholas II and his family in July

1918," said Martin. "One can only wonder what sense of responsibility he may have privately
felt when he received the news of the murders in Ekaterinburg."
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——  The Romanovs in 1913: Nicholas II (r.), with wife Alexandra (c., 1.) and children Olga, Tatiana,
Anastaisa and Alexei. Universal Images Group / Getty Images

The Russian Imperial Romanov family (which included Nicholas II, his wife Alexandra
Feodorovna and their children Olga, Tatiana, Maria, Anastasia and Alexei) were imprisoned in
Alexander Palace following the February Revolution, then transferred first to Tobolsk, then to
Ekaterinburg in the Ural Mountains. In July 1918, the family was shot and bayoneted to death
by revolutionaries, and the bodies were stripped, buried and mutilated with grenades so they
couldn't be identified, then left in a mass grave in the Koptyaki forest.

Why was Prince Philip involved in identifying the Romanov
remains?
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Nicholas II's wife Alexandra and Prince Philip both descended from Princess Alice of Great
Britain and Ireland, who was the daughter of Queen Victoria. Alexandra and Prince Philip
were matrilineally descended, with all their family connections through women.
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——  Patriarch Alexy II of Moscow and all Rus' (1.) with Queen Elizabeth II (l.), Russian President Boris
Yeltsin (c.) Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and Naina Yeltsina (r.) in the Cathedral of the Dormition at
Moscow Kremlin, Russia in 1994. Laski Diffusion / Getty Images

“That’s perfect for a comparison of mitochondrial DNA, which is transmitted to offspring
exclusively from the mother,” said Martin.

Since the bodies of the Romanovs were left in a mass grave whose particular location was not
well known, it took decades before they could first be found, and second identified. Both the
Red Army and the Communist party refused to allow any investigation of the murders, so
when a geologist found the grave in 1979, he kept it a secret until after the Soviet Union fell in
1991, explains Andrew Cook in "The Murder of the Romanovs."

Nine skeletons were found buried in that grave, and over the years five of them were
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identified as the missing Romanovs: Nicholas, Alexandra and three of their four daughters.
(The other four skeletons belonged to the servants of the Imperial Family who were executed
along with them, per the investigation.)

Shop TODAY

Prince Philin'e genetic connectinn to the Roamananve helned erienticte make enme nf the earlv

BEAUTY
Our 8 makeup and hair favorites from the People x TODAY Beauty Awards — all under $18

) ’ Deal alert: Apple AirPods Pro 2 are under $200 right now — for the first time ever

Matt Smith: Prince Harry called me ‘granddad’ after ‘Crown’ role
GIFT GUIDES

SEE MORE

This is TODAY

Your day starts here. The latest in news, pop culture, wellness and more from TODAY.

Fnter your email = SIGN UP

35 SITE IS PROTECTED BY RECAPTCHA PRIVACY POLICY | TERMS OF SERVICE

11 of 12 11/21/2022, 7:58 PM



'The Crown' Shows Royal Family's Real Connections To The Romanovs https://www.today.com/popculture/tv/the-crown-royal-family-romanov-...

12 0f 12

ABOUT TERMS OF SERVICE

Randee Dawn
HELP CLOSED CAPTIONING
L

Kafilée Dawn (she/her) is an entertainment journalist and author based in®&6k$A Bivdtidition to writing for TODAY.com,
Variety and The Los Angeles Times, her debut novel, Tune in Tomorrow, about a reality TV show run by mythic creatures,
publishad g 2022. She's also the co-author of The Law & Order: SVU Unofficig}depgpgnion. When not interviewing the stars or
dabbling in speculative fiction, she dreams of the next place she can travel to, or cuddles her Westie. More at
RandeeDawn.com.

AD CHOICES TODAY STORE

PRIVACY POLICY SHOP TODAY

DO NOT SELL MY PERSONAL INFORMATION SELECT SHOPPING

CA NOTICE SELECT PERSONAL FINANCE

© 2022 NBC UNIVERSAL

11/21/2022, 7:58 PM



